[Experimental and clinical studies on pancreatic duct obstruction in preventing pancreatic fistula formation].
Even after prolonged use in clinical practice, obstruction of the pancreatic duct in preventing fistula formation still lacks solid proof. Sixteen dogs were randomized into an pancreatic duct obstruction group and a control group. Four to 8 ml of silicon gel was injected into the pancreatic duct in the former group while the latter group received exploratory laparotomy only. The pancreas was examined histopathologically 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9 months after operation. It was shown that the exocrine glands underwent marked atrophy but the endocrine glands showed only mild damage. Clinical studies on 27 patients who were operated for pancreatic cancers and diseases showed that pancreatic fistula developed in 7.7% of patients (1/13) in the obstruction group and 21% (3/14) in the control group.